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running.  The site currently 
includes a calendar of chapter 
events, a “Contact Us” page, 
as well as electronic copies of 
our newsletters.  The calendar 
is kept updated, so it is a great 
way to find out, for example, 
when the next meeting is being 
held. 

Speaking of the chapter’s 
meetings, I would like to  per-
sonally extend an invitation to 
anyone who is  curious what we 
are working on or is looking to 
get more involved in the com-
munity to stop by a meet-
ing.  We are a small, friendly 
group and are always excited 
to add new colleagues to the 
active ranks of the chapter.  I 
hope to meet some of you 
soon! 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Schmaeman 

”Pete” Knight Chapter, 

Welcome!  As we go forward 
into 2009, I would like to rec-
ognize some of the excellent 
work undertaken by our mem-
bers during the past year. 

The most challenging and 
rewarding endeavor of the 
year was the chapter’s suc-
cessful hosting of the 2008 
California AFA Convention 
and awards banquets.  This 
was an outstanding team 
effort led by the WJPK mem-
bership and closely supported 
by personnel from across 
Edwards Air Force Base, lo-
cal Jr. AFROTC and Civil Air 
Patrol cadets, and our gener-
ous Community Part-
ners.  Many thanks to every-
one who took part in making 
the Convention a hit! 

Another new occurrence this 
past year was the chapter’s 
adoption of the F-100 Super 

Sabre on display at the Joe Da-
vies Heritage Airpark at Palm-
dale Plant 42.  The jet, a former 
Air Force Thunderbird and the 
first plane of the current fifteen 
to be placed on display at the 
park, was updated with William 
J. "Pete" Knight’s name in honor 
of the Super Sabres he flew at 
Edwards  as well as in combat in 
Southeast Asia.  Now, one Sat-
urday a month our hardy volun-
teers head out early and brave 
the sometimes chilly morning air 
to keep the plane and the sur-
rounding grounds looking their 
best. 

In 2008 the chapter also moved 
to a new home on the Web to 
improve our ability to communi-
cate on-line.  If you have not 
been to the website yet, you can 
find it at 
www.antelopevalleyafa.org.  We
bmaster and past president 
Randy Kelly has done a great 
job getting everything up and 
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    After months of planning and 
a heck of a lot of hard work 
from Pete Knight Chapter team 
members, we successfully 
hosted the 2008 California Air 
Force Association State Con-
vention from 24 July through 26 
July.  According to all the par-
ticipants we talked to, it was an 
excellent Convention.   
  As with so many preparation 
intensive events, the was  
preparations reached a 
creshendo the week and few 
days prior to the event.  “Miss 
Cindy” Phillips journeyed daily 
to the Edwards AFB (EAFB) 
billeting office to resolve the 

billeting lists and make sure 
everybody had a room.  Cindy’s 
efforts were multiplied in the 
last week when a block of 
rooms that had been denied 
weeks earlier by an unplanned 
46th Marine Air Group training 
exercise suddenly became avail-
able a few days before the 
event.  Cindy and SSgt (xxx) of 
the base billeting office repro-
grammed participants who had 
been sent to Lancaster back 
into base billeting and got hold 
of all the participants.    Cindy, 
At the same time, Capt Kevin 
Schmaeman was fighting a slow 
(but ultimately successful) battle 

to track down participants who 
had neglected to send us all their 
security information so we could 
complete the security rosters for 
the tours.  The evening before the 
event, Cindy, Randy Kelly, 
“Comrade” Conrad Hernandez 
and a team of JROTC cadets set up 
tables, displays and the AFA 
“Command Post” at Club Muroc.   
 
Paul Vitale and Randy began setting 
up the “Welcome Station” at the 
Edwards AFB West gate “Century 
Circle” exhibit about noon.   Our 
first “earlybird” CAFA member 
from Fresno showed up during 
setup and got to help us put up the 
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===================== 
SPIDERMAN WANTED 
ALIVE by WJPK Chapter 
Got talent taking pictures, writ-
ing story lines and spinning 
webs?  Have we got a job for 
you!  We really really need a 
volunteer to feed us pictures 
and stories for our newsletter 
and website.  Call or Email 
Randy Kelly if you’re inter-
ested. 
===================== 

TIDBITS 
RETIREE INFORMA-

TION? 
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/afretire 

 
VOLUNTEERS  

DO MAKE 
ORGANIZATIONS GROW - 

BE ONE 
If you’re not a Pete Knight AFA 
Member, call Randy Kelly (hm: 
661-256-1616) email: elec-
tricrow@pobox.com 

--Free Admission-- 
 

 EAFB Museum Open   
Tuesday – Saturday 9 am. 

to 5 pm 
Blackbird Airpark Open 

Friday – Sunday 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

2503 E. Ave P. Palmdale 
 

 Please contact EAFB Pub-
lic Affairs prior to your visit, 

to arrange base access. 
Phone: (661) 277-3510 

welcome tent.   Joe Sutter 
from National rolled in shortly 
afterwards and we briefed him 
to the new route to Club 
Muroc (the CE Squadron de-
cided to change the single 
route to the club earier that 
week, invalidating all the maps 
we had sent out with the ap-
plications).  Randy got called 
to put on his “fire fighting hat” 
and left Paul to be the sole 
“Welcoming Ambassador” for 
the next few hours.  Paul and 
Randy dismantled the wel-
come center and joined the 
CAFA crowd for the evening 
reception at Club Muroc about 
7PM.   
  Friday kicked off with the 
Education Foundation golf tour-
nament, which Chapter 294 
member, Jim Sherrard ran for 
us.  With some final “walkins” 
raising the participant list to 
about 20, plus 6 Civil Air Patrol 
(CAP) cadets to help run re-
freshments, the tournament 
was a success.  The rest of the 
afternoon and much of the next 
day was consumed by the tours 
which had been skillfully 

planned by Kevin Schmaeman.  
Overall, CAFA members were 
treated to tours of the NASA 
Dryden Flight Research Facility 
(DFRC), the Air Force Re-
searh Laboratory (AFRL) on 
Lehman Ridge, the Benefield 
Anechoic Facility (BAF) and an 
AFFTC tour of historic flight-
line and other facilities.   
   The Friday evening CAFA 
Awards Banguet kicked off 
with a wine tasting event by 
Leona Valley Winnery who 

NASA DRYDEN  
FLIGHTLINE 

TOURS 
 Most Weekdays -- 10:15 

By Reservation 
 

 Contact NASA Public Affairs to make 
arrangements: (661) 276-3449 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 
The Air Force Association is an 
independent, non-profit, 501(c)3 
civilian organization promoting 
public understanding of aerospace 
power and the role it plays in 
USA National Security.  

does their winemaking in Rosamond, 
right outside the Edwards West Gate.  
Leona Valley even donated some wine 
for the Pete Knight Chapter education 
fund raffle.  The CAFA Educational 
Foundation was also working a raffle 
that evening with a grand prize of a 
weekend in the Eldorado Casino in 
Reno Nevada as well as a number of 
bottles of fine wine.  (Rumor has it that 
with Dennis Davoren and BG (ret) 
Mike Peters hawking tickets, the CAFA 
EFA did pretty well.)  After the wine 
tasting and raffle ticket selling spree, 
we got on with the Dinner with CAFA 
President Martin Ledwitz as the Emcee 
of the evening.  The guest of honor for 
the evening was BrigGen Jim Hogue, 
and his lovely wife Paula.  Gen Hogue 
is the senior AF Reservist on base and 
assistant to the AFFTC Commander, 
Maj Gen David Eichhorn.  After the 
meal, Gen Hogue gave talk on NASA 
shuttle operations at Edwards and gave 

Randy next to one of the 
sponsored golf holes. 

An always honored guest Gail 
Knight at Friday nights banquet. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Domingo’s Restaurant, Boron 
CA. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Antelope Valley Eye Care 

Lancaster CA 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ms. Gail Knight 
 

Individual Donors: 
• Albert and  
Cathy Hansen 

• Mr. Rex Moen 
• Mr. Randy Kelly 

• Mojave Desert Bank 
• Talbot Associates 

 

After an intense three days of 
intense conventioning and han-
dling contingencies, little was 
left beside thank-yous and clean 
ups.  A very BIG thank you 
goes to the Edwards AFB Civil 
Air Patrol squadron and local 
Junior ROTC detachments.  
CAP and the ROTC detach-
ments were not only our larg-
est body of volunteer workers, 
but were also our VIP escorts, 
honor guards, and conducted 
the POW/MIA ceremony.  
(There was not a dry eye in 
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occur, like countering ad-libs 
from a Maj General, visual aid 
malfuntions, and wrong people 
coming forward for awards.   
  CAFA then honored California 
military members, starting with 
Gen Eichhorn who was selected 
as CAFA military member of the 
year.  Edwards members also 
captured the Airman of the year 
and Unit of the Year awards.   

====================== 
Member Benefit Magazine 
Highlights  
$50 Cash Back AFA Mem-
ber Reward on 
Sprint/Nextel 
Whether you are an existing 
Sprint/Nextel customer or look-
ing to switch to Sprint/Nextel, 
AFA members get a $50 Cash 
Back Reward when you order 
or renew Sprint/Nextel through 
the AFA Wireless Center. Visit 
www.afawireless.com or call a 
wireless solutions expert at 866-
281-0004. 
====================== 
Many Vets May be Missing 
Out on Special Compensa-
tion 
Just because an Air Force vet-
eran was not injured storming 
the beaches at Normandy does 
not mean he or she may not be 
entitled to receive combat- re-
lated special compensation, or 
CRSC. Many Air Force veterans 
may be missing out on hundreds, 
if not thousands, of dollars every 
month because they have not 
applied for the compensation. 
Go to http://www.tricare.mil/ 
for more information. 

Club Muroc after the Saturday 
night ROTC cadets POW/MIA 
ceremony.  AFA Pete Knight 
Chapter is indepted to these 
newest generation airman for all 
their help.  (Authors note: the 
CH294 Board is discussing fund-
ing scholarships or funding edu-
cational  materials for these 
cadets units.) 

a video preview of the new NASA 
expendable crew vehicle.  After 
Gen Hogue’s presentation, Gen 
Hogue, Martin Ledwitz, and Joe 
Sutter presented the CAFA annual 
awards.   

  Saturday was the designated 
time for the CAFA business meet-
ing.  Typical of convention busi-
ness meetings, this one seemed to 
move slower than everybody 
wanted.  In fact one of the few 
complaints from the convention 
was the limited time for the busi-
ness meeting and the fact some 
chapters went on the tours rather 
than the business meeting.  
(Shame on you Kevin—making 
tours too popular;-)  Saturday 
night was the Military Awards 
Banquet, with special guest of 
honor, Major General David Eich-
horn, the AFFTC commander and 
his lovely wife Anita.  Gen Eich-
horn gave a fascinating talk about 
flight testing capabilities at Ed-
wards, perfectly complementing 
the earlier tours.  MSgt Bobby 
Herron, First Sargeant for the 
95th Security Police Squadron put 
in an absolutely stellar perform-
ance as emcee.  MSgt Herron 
coordinated all the military award 
winners and deftly handled the 
unexpected glitchs that always 

Martin Ledwitz presenting token 
to guest speaker, Brig Gen Hogue. 

Mike Peters and Joe Sutter pre-
sent a WELL deserved award to 
“Ms. Cindy” :-) 

Maj Gen David Eichhorn talks 
about testing at Edwards AFB 

Col Ledwitz and Joe Sutter pre-
sent a small token of CAFA ap-
preciation to “hog rider” Eich-
horn. (Photo courtesy of Diane 
Betzler, Aerotech News.) 

“Komrade” Major Conrad Her-
nandez and his wife Ginnie with 
two of our ROTC volunteers. 
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AFA Mission 

• To advocate aerospace 
power and a strong na-
tional defense. 

• To support the United 
States Air Force and the 
Air Force family.  

• To promote aerospace 
education to the Ameri-
can People. 

“The Last Word” 
A gift from beyond? 

AFA Chapter 294 
P.O. Box 294 
Edwards, CA 
93524-0594 

Phone:661-600-7444 
Fax: 661-256-4882 

Email: 
webmaster@antelopevalleyafa.org 

We’re on the Web 
www.antelopevalleyafa.

org/ 

 10 Jan 2009  -- Airplane Wash Day @ Joe Davies Airpark, Palmdale, 8:00 AM (17 Jan backup) 

26 Jan 2009  -- Chapter Board meeting @ SAIC Rosamond, 6:00 PM 

7 Feb  2009  -- Airplane Wash Day @ Joe Davies Airpark, Palmdale, 8:00 AM (no backup) 

24 Feb 2009  -- Chapter Board meeting @ SAIC Rosamond, 6:00 PM 

24 Mar 2009  -- Chapter Board meeting @ SAIC Rosamond, 6:00 PM 

28 Apr 2009  -- Chapter Board meeting @ SAIC Rosamond, 6:00 PM 

26 May 2009  -- Chapter Board meeting @ SAIC Rosamond, 6:00 PM 

“PETE” KNIGHT CHAPTER UPCOMING EVENTS 

AFA Veteran Benefits As-
sociation (AFAVBA) was 
created as a result of the 
consolidation of the Air 
Force Association and the 
Aerospace Education 
Foundation to provide 
benefits to military Veter-
ans and to AFA Members. 
AFA’s programs will con-
tinue unchanged, but un-
der the AFA Veteran 
Benefits Association 
name.  
 
All AFA members are eli-
gible to participate in 
these AFAVBA Programs. 
The Life and Accident 
Insurance Programs, 
however, require that you 
meet one of the following 
requirements:  

1. Served or serving in 
the U.S Military 

2. Spouse or Widow(er) 
of someone who 
served or is serving in 
the U.S. Military 

Ancestor or Lineal De-
scendent of someone who 
served or is serving in the 
U.S. Military. (This means 
you’re the child, grand-
child, great grandchild, 
etc., or the father, mother, 
grandfather, grandmother, 
etc. of someone who 

OTHER ROUTINE STUFF 

NEW POST OFFICE BOX 
  Air Force Association Chapter 
294, AKA the Pete Knight Chap-
ter has a new mailing address.  
After attempting to get P.O. Box 
294 (which matchs our chapter 
number) for almost 20 years, we 
finally managed to get it.  Or 
rather, call it a “gift” from our late  
chapter secretary Ed Lewis.  
(What did you say!!??) 
  Here’s the story. 
  After Ms. Cindy sent out all the 
registration packages with the 
legacy P.O. Box 594 address, she 
discovered her key didn’t 
work.  The President’s 
key didn’t work either, so 
a trip to the Edwards Post 
Office revealed the rent 
had come due and the 
delinquent letter had been 
mailed to the official listed 
POC for the mail box, 
that was, Ed Lewis.  Un-
fortunately, Ed wasn’t in a 
position to renew the 

box, so it expired and they locked 
us out.  Fortunately, the box hadn’t 
been re-rented yet so we were able 
to recover.  Also, on a whim, we 
asked (again) about the availability of 
P.O. Box 294, and discovered it was 
available.  So we renewed P.O. Box 
594 for 6 months, and rented P.O. 
Box 294, which will be the new 
snail-mail home for the chapter.  Ed 
must be sitting on a cloud some-
where laughing at us.  Thanks again 
Ed.  We sure miss you. 
 

served or is serving in the 
U.S. Military. Aunts and un-
cles do not qualify. 
====================== 
Other things you can get 
from AFA: 
• Military member and 

spouse scholarships 
• Vacation and rental car 

discounts 

Do you know about the AFA Veteran Benefits Association? 

• Discounts on Dell and Ap-
ple computers 

• Reducted rates on insur-
ance 

• Reduced rates on dental, 
pharmacy, vision and chiro-
practic services  

• No origination fee mort-
gages and lower closing 
costs 


